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President’s Message  

����

The Canine Chronicle is published by the Orange Dog Park Association as a customer service for the members of the 
association and the general public.  This publication is designed to provide accurate and authoritative information in regard 
to the subject matter covered.  The Orange Dog Park Association does not assume responsibility for the statements and 
opinions submitted by contributors to this newsletter.   
Acceptance of advertising in the Canine Chronicle does not constitute an endorsement of the products or services by the 
Orange Dog Park Association.  Only licensed, legitimate businesses will be accepted for advertising.  We encourage the 
submission of news, announcements, signed letters to the editor, and articles for publication subject to space limitation and 
editing.  Please direct all inquiries to: 

Orange Dog Park Association – PO Box 5967, Orange, CA  92863 

ADVERTISING SPACE 
AVAILABLE 

Contact president@orangedogpark.com 
For pricing and availability.  

The Canine Chronicle 
The Official Newsletter of the Orange Dog Park Association 

PO Box 5967, Orange, CA 92863 
www.orangedogpark.com 
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The search is on to select carefree canines to be featured in a full color, 12-month Orange Dog Park 
calendar.  All proceeds from the sale of the 2008 Orange Dog Park Calendar will go to the Orange 
Dog Park Association for the maintenance of the Orange Dog Park. 

1) Go to our website at orangedogpark.com, download an application, fill it out, and send it in along 
with a picture of your precious pooch 

2) Stop by the information table at the park on the weekends 
3) Pick up one in the newsletter box in the park  

Application deadline is September 16, 2007.  One dog photo per application. 

Mention the ODPA 
newsletter & get  
10% off your first  
Pooch Sitter service order
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 REGISTER YOUR 
RALPHS CLUB CARD 

The Orange Dog Park Association is proud to 
announce that we are participating in the Ralphs 

Community Contribution Program.  Simply register 
your Ralphs Club Card with the ODPA either at a 

monthly meeting or online, swipe it at the register and 
4% of your purchases will be applied to the ODPA 

account.  It’s that simple! 

  
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 

City Hotline:  714-744-5511 
Police:  714-744-7444 

Animal Control:  714-935-6848 
 

Local 24 hour Animal ERs 
Advanced Critical Care: 949-654-8950 
Emergency Pet Clinic – Garden Grove: 

714-537-3032 

 

Welcome to another edition of The Canine Chronicle!  We are sorry to announce that after several years’ 
involvement in the association and 2 years as president, Sandy Norell has resigned from her position. We 
are sorry to see her go and thank her for her dedicated service to the association.  We will miss her on our 
Board!  Allow me to introduce myself.  I am Cindy Reed, the new president of the Orange Dog Park 
Association.  I have been involved in the association since December 2005 and serviced as the treasurer for 
the ODPA since June 2006. With the departure of Sandy, we needed to elect new officers for the Board of 
Directors. I am fortunate to have some terrific people on the Board of Directors with me. Nancy Randall 
services as our Vice President, Rosie Cash is our Treasurer, Bob Jones is our Secretary and Chuck 
Simmons is a Board Member.  I am very pleased to be serving with these people.  Their hard work and 
dedication is greatly appreciated! 

Park Update  - At long last the city has completed the leveling project at Yorba Park.  The project took much 
longer than anticipated due to budget constraints.  The next step in the project is finally here!  The sprinklers 
needed to be raised up after being buried under all that new dirt that was brought in over the past several 
months.  This should be completed by the end of July.  We will now be able to plant grass!!!  The ODPA will 
purchase portable fencing that will be placed in sections of the big and little dog parks. We will section off 
areas so that the park can remain open while the areas are seeded.  These sections will remain closed off 
while the grass starts to grow.  It will take time for the grass to grow, and the summer is not the best time to 
start this project, but at least we will be moving forward!  We are also gathering information from the parks 
department about other options such as sod and decomposed granitite.  The decomposed granitite may be 
the best option under the trees since it will be very difficult to grow grass under the pine trees. 

Safety at the Park  - Have you ever read the rules that are posted at the park?  There are some basic rules 
that we would like to remind everyone of so that everyone’s visit to the park can be safe and enjoyable.  
Your dog must be on a leash  before entering the park and must be on a leash  when leaving the park and 
attached to a human .  This is safety issue for your pet because of the traffic in the parking lot and to protect 
park patrons from being run over by excited dogs trying to get into the park! 

Please pick up after your dogs!!! We still have a number of patrons that do not pick up after their dogs!  The 
last thing anyone wants to experience at the park is to step in it literally! There are doggy waste bags at the 
park.  Please use them!! And don’t be afraid to let someone know that their pet has pooped.  We also want 
to send out a special thanks to all those folks that take it upon themselves to pick up an extra pile! 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 

Community Meetings every 3rd 
Saturday of each month. 

Please check for upcoming events 
at the park on our website, on the 

bulletin board, and in our 
newsletters. 

 
Due to the forecasted extreme 

summer heat the General Meeting 
and Speaker for July has been 
cancelled.  Speaker for August 

has also been cancelled.   
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It’s June. 
Don’t you remember when we were young how summer stretched seemingly forever into the future? 
Everyone was out on vacation June through August.  The-Powers-That-Be never considered keeping children 
cooped up in hot classrooms before there was air-conditioning.  No year-‘round school for us! Remember… 
long days at the beach walking on the hot sand with toughened bare feet… rules about being home by the 
time the street lights came on… barbecues every night because mama said cooking supper inside made the 
house unbearably hot… long evenings playing kick-the-can with the neighbor-kids while the folks sat in the 
yard praying for an evening breeze? 
In the summer my dog and I were nearly inseparable.  She couldn’t come to the park on the corner or the 
beach because dogs were not allowed in public places for safety and sanitary reasons. People did not know 
much about “responsible pet ownership” at that time. Dogs soiled wherever they pleased and their owners 
never considered picking it up, myself included… In addition to seaweed and blobs of tar I looked for dog 
droppings on the sand when deciding where to spread my beach towel. There was no particular effort made 
to socialize dogs and even the unfriendly and/or untrained freely ran around off-leash.  There were no dog 
parks or dog beaches: there were no ‘dog friendly’ restaurants. Today these venues are available and 
frequented by responsible pet owners accompanied by their friendly, well-socialized pets. 
I never noticed my dog scratching, but the dog’s back-end went bald every year.  My folks called it, ‘the 
summer itch’.  Early-on in the summer, we would sneak her onto the beach after dark and force her to swim 
in the healing salt water. This treatment left us-kids covered with claw scratches: the dog hated water and, in 
escaping, tried to climb us like trees.  When ‘the itch’ got worse, daddy would get out the galvanized tub, use 
the hose to fill it with water, add a foul smelling product he called ‘sheep dip’, and proceed to completely 
submerge the dog under this fluid. The dog would struggle frantically and come up gasping. After she caught 
her breath, daddy would baptize her several more times: finally he let her go to roll under the rose bushes. 
Only recently did I realize that ‘summer itch’ was related to fleas! The flea collar my dog wore then was no 
more effective than its counterpart today. The flea products available now make ‘summer itch’ a thing of the 
past. 
Before air-conditioning, we based our activity level on the ambient temperature. We slowed down when it was 
hot. We sought shade. Our pets did too. Our family usually fled to the Sierra Nevadas. The dog of course, 
came along with the family. That dog loved everything about the mountains. She ran three or four times the 
distance we hiked, scouting the trail ahead and coming back to tell us what was to come. She never showed 
any sign of discomfort as she wore her pads to blisters and worse in her enthusiasm. Our first clue that she 
was injured was often a bloody paw print seen on a granite outcropping. All of us drank plenty of water from 
the fast flowing streams near their glacier-source. Before any of us drank, daddy would put three drops from a 
small bottle into each cup to make the water safe. 
Today, there is no summer vacation. Those glorious three months have been replaced by time spent in air 
conditioned buildings. This is a shame, but an evening watching the dogs at the dog park can recreate a tiny-
hinting-flavor of summer kick-the-can. 
Barbara J. Doty, DVM 
Villa Animal Hospital, Orange 
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· BECOME A MEMBER 
· BECOME A VOLUNTEER 
· SERVE ON A COMMITTEE 
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It’s summertime, and the living isn’t always easy for our animal companions. Dogs and cats can suffer from 
the same problems that humans do—overheating, dehydration and even sunburn—when the mercury rises. 
By taking these simple precautions, you can keep your animal companions happy and healthy in the hot 
weather:  

* Exercise your dog in the cool of the early morning or evening—never when it's extremely hot or humid. Take 
care not to let your dog stand on hot asphalt, as his sensitive paw pads can easily burn.  

* Provide plenty of shade and cool, clean water for animals kept outdoors. And during the hottest part of the 
day, please bring your cat or dog inside to rest in a cool part of the house.  

* Never leave your animal alone in a vehicle. Overheating can be fatal. Even with the doors open, a parked 
automobile can become a furnace in no time. Parking in the shade offers little protection, as the sun shifts 
during the day. 

* Some animals will need extra special care in hot weather, especially those who are elderly and overweight 
or have heart or lung disease. Certain breeds of dogs, including pugs, bulldogs, Lhasa apsos and shih tzus, 
also need extra attention on hot days. If your pet is showing signs of heat stroke or exhaustion, take him to 
your veterinarian immediately. 

For more helpful tips, please visit ASPCA online. And P.S., if you’re going to be flying with your pets this 
summer, please read our guidelines for safe air travel. 
 
Copyright (C) 2007 The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA). Reprinted with permission of the ASPCA 
 
ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center Hotline  (888) 426-4435.  Email address: ASPCA.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PLEASE PROPOSE TAX D EDUCTIONS FOR ANIMAL  COMPANIONS 
 
SHOULD PET EXPENSES BE TAX DEDUCTIBLE?   Like children, pets cost money. Like children, 
pets are a choice. Like parenting, pet ownership often has emotional and social benefits. Like 
parenting, pet ownership is good for the state. Perhaps pet owners should get a tax deduction.  Visit 
Congress.org (http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/userletter/?id=10902&letter_id=1131277326) 
to read the letter sent to Sen. Hillary Clinton. 
 
You might want to send an e-mail like this to your state and national leaders: 
 
Dear Decision Maker: Americans spend over $9 billion a year on veterinary care for their animal 
companions. Other expenditures such as food, shelter, and other necessities collectively cost billions of 
dollars more. People can claim children and other human dependents on their taxes and pay the 
government less. Yet animal companions remain ineligible for deductions, despite the fact that they 
depend on their guardians no less than children depend on their parents. Increasingly, people regard 
their dogs, cats, and other animal companions as members of their families. The government should 
support animal guardians through tax breaks just as the IRS offers deductions for children and other 
dependents. I urge you to take a leading role in this by supporting a bill to amend the tax code to offer 
financial support to animal guardians.  For more information check out In Defense of Animals - 
http://www.idausa.org/ 

FOR INFORMATION ON PET HEALTH BENEFITS TO HUMANS VI SIT 
www.cdc.gov/healthypets/health_benefits.htm  
http://consensus.nih.gov/1987/1987HealthBenefitsPetsta003html.htm  
http://stress.about.com/od/lowstresslifestyle/a/petsandstress.htm  Have ques tions?  Need more info?  

Email :  president@orangedogpark.com  

·  DONATE CANS & BOTTLES 
· PARTICIPATE IN FUND RAISERS 
·  REGISTER YOUR RALPH’S CARD  


